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Billinge Chapel End Parish Council Meeting

To the Chair and Members of Billinge Chapel End Parish Council you are summoned to attend a full council meeting to be held
 on Monday 16th February 2026 at 7.30pm
 at The Public Hall, 216 Main Street, Billinge WN5 7PE. 

Karen Newton - Clerk to the Council

Agenda


1.Apologies
To receive and approve apologies for absence.

2. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
To receive declarations of interest and consider any requests for dispensations related to items on the agenda.

3. Minutes
To approve the minutes of:  Full Council and Estimates Committee Meeting held Monday 19th January 2025 

4. Public Participation
 In accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders, members of the public may address the Council at the discretion of the Chairman for a limited period. Matters raised will be noted and, where appropriate, referred for consideration at a future meeting. No decisions will be taken under this item.

5. Community Broadsheet / Monthly Communication Document
To consider a monthly community communication document. This is inspired by a similar initiative in another village in the South Lakes.
Key Points:
· The broadsheet provides information on local activities, events, and groups happening over the coming month.
· It is run voluntarily, delivered locally, and available in public spaces such as local shops and the doctor’s surgery.
· Community groups can submit entries via a dedicated email address, and the broadsheet team manages publication and distribution.
· Villages like Arnside have found this to be an effective way to keep residents informed and engaged, and their website can provide examples of content and format.
Proposal:
· Parish Councillors to review this initiative to assess its suitability for Billinge.
· Consider discussing the potential implementation, volunteer support, and distribution methods at a future meeting.
6. Planning
To consider the following planning applications and agree any comments to be submitted to St Helens Council:

7. Finance & Governance 
7.1 To approve the Payment Schedule Jan 2026.
7.2 To approve the bank reconciliations for Jan 2026.
7.3 To approve and authorise the payment schedule for Feb 2026.
7.4 To note the publication of items over £100.00 for Jan 26 on the parish council website.

8. Internal Audit – Letter of Engagement 2025/26
To receive and consider the Internal Auditor’s Letter of Engagement for the financial year ending 31 March 2026.
The Council has received the Internal Audit Letter of Engagement, which sets out the scope of the audit, timescales for completion, and the agreed fee of £300, subject to the timely provision of information. The audit will be completed within seven days of receipt of all required documentation, and the invoice will be issued alongside the audit report, payable within 28 days.
Recommendation:
That the Council notes and accepts the Internal Auditor’s Letter of Engagement for the 2025/26 financial year.
9. Public Hall Reading Room
To consider any updates on the Public Hall Reading Room.

10. Reports from Parish Council Representatives
To consider reports from parish council representatives on committees, working groups, and outside bodies.

11. Reports Back from Local Groups
To consider requests and issues raised by the Billinge Residents Group, including:
· A request for a dedicated space on a council wall to display residents’ awards.
· An assessment of lighting on School Brow, particularly along the cobbled section where a bollard is present and may pose a trip hazard.
· A review of the spacing of planters from the kerb outside the village shops and whether they comply with highways regulations.
· An update on the replacement of the dog waste bin on Rainford Road.
12. Broadband & Digital Line Renewal
To note the renewal of the current broadband and digital line service and to consider a proposal to switch to a 5G router to reduce costs, including whether the existing phone number is still required.

13. Reports and Correspondence (Information Only)
To receive the Police Report and any other correspondence for information.

14. Feedback for the community Engagement Event
To receive and note feedback from the recent Community Engagement Event and consider any learning points for future engagement.

15. Website Uploading Assistance
To consider assistance from a Councillor with uploading documents, such as newsletters or meeting papers, to the Parish Council website.

16. Date and Time of Next Meetings
To confirm the date and time of the next meeting(s).


Signed: Karen Newton                                                                                                   Date 10/02/2026


Press and public are welcome to attend.
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